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83

After  departing  Runway 14 the pilot extended his downwind leg for an incoming airplane.  After sighting the incoming traffic and turning
onto  final  approach,  the  pilot  observed  an unlighted approach light bar immediately in front of him, which the airplane subsequently
"clipped".    The  airplane  then  impacted two more light bar standards prior to impacting terrain and coming to rest upright about 1,000
feet  from  the  approach  end  of  Runway  14.    The  pilot  stated that if he had not extended his downwind and had activated the pilot
controlled lighting, the accident would have been avoided.  The airplane's firewall and left wing sustained substantial damage.
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Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  failure  of the pilot to maintain a proper glidepath while on final approach and his failure to maintain clearance, which resulted in
an undershoot and subsequent collision with the runway's approach light standards.  A factor was the approach light standards.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         UNDERSHOOT
Phase of Operation:  APPROACH - VFR PATTERN - FINAL APPROACH

Findings
     1.  (C) PROPER GLIDEPATH - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation:  APPROACH - VFR PATTERN - FINAL APPROACH

Findings
     2.  (C) CLEARANCE - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     3.  (F) OBJECT - APPROACH LIGHT/NAVAID
----------

Occurrence #3:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
     4.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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